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Cabinet. Just as the Paris interview left its
aftermath in Sir John French's attitude towards
Lord Kitchener, so did this incident affect
Wilson's relations with his Chief. He became
definitely hostile, and everybody, except per-
haps Kitchener himself, was soon aware of the
fact
The retreat from Mons was of course a bitter
disappointment to the optimist, but after the
Marne his hopes grew stronger than ever and
he had no hesitation in proclaiming and record-
ing them. When the Allied armies had just
arrived on the Aisne he visited the Grand-
Quartier-General and writes:
September 13. " Berthelot [Joffre's Chief-of-
Staff] asked me when I thought we should cross
into Germany, and I replied that unless we
made some serious blunder we ought to be at
Elsenborn in four weeks. He thought three
weeks."
September 15, " If we 'drive in the force in
front of us we won't have any more trouble till
we get to titie Meuse,"
Every available man must be sent out from
England at once and rushed into the line to
keep up the pressure. Nothing else mattered.
This was the object which Wilson kept before
him and to which he applied all his arguments,
sarcasm, and powers of intrigue. In front of
junior officers he poured ridicule on Kit-
chener's scheme and denounced the cowardice,
weakness, and ignorance of everybody who
did not agree with himself.